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devoted to general water-analysis, and the microscopical examina-
tion of water from the different sources of supply formed an
important part of the routine work. After Brooklyn became a
part of Greater New York, in 1898, the work of this laboratory
was extended to cover all the water-supplies of the city, and
branch laboratories were established on the Croton and Ridge-
wood watersheds. From 1897 to 1904 these laboratories were
under the direction of the author; from 1904 to 1913 under the
direction of D. D. Jackson, and now are in charge of Dr. Frank

E. Hale.

Similar biological work has since been undertaken by boards
of health and water departments and by sanitary experts in all
parts of the world.

The method, of microscopical examination first used by the
Massachusetts State Board of Health was that suggested by
Prof. G. H. Parker, now of Harvard University. A piece of
cotton cloth was tied firmly over the end of a glass funnel and
200 c.c. of the sample were made to pass through it. The
organsims were left as a deposit on the cloth. After this strain-
ing the cloth was removed and inverted over an ordinary micro-
scopical slip. The organisms, together with a small quantity of
water, were dislodged upon the slip by blowing downward upon
the cloth through a piece of glass tube. This method was
useful, but it did not give accurate quantitative results. Mr.

F.  F. Forbes, of Brookline, Mass., used a modification of the
cloth method.    The water was filtered as in Parker's method,
but the neck of the funnel passed into a tank from which the
air was exhausted by an aspirator.    This hastened the filtration
and allowed a larger amount of water to be filtered.

The present method of examination was foreshadowed in
the work of Mr. A. L. Kean. He filtered 100 c.c. of his samples
through a small quantity of coarse sand placed at the bottom
of a glass funnel and supported by a plug of wire gauze. After
filtration the plug was removed and the sand with its contained
organisms was washed into a watch-glass with i c.c. of water.
This was stirred up to separate the organisms from the sand
and a portion was transferred to a cell holding one cubic milli-
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